Welcome, friends and family, to the eleventh edition (and the
second GREEN edition) of the Verley Family adventures! In
an effort to reduce the amount of paper used each year to
produce the Verley Family News, our annual holiday letter will
be sent electronically again this year. So, sit back and relax,
and get ready to hear our tales...

The Verley Family Travels

California (July 2009) : For 4" of July weekend this
year, John was invited to participate in the Perris Power
Play, a skydiving

invitational (similar to
the Arizona Challenge)
that takes place
annually at  Perris
Valley  Skydiving in
California. This was his
third invitation and the
second time he had
accepted it. This year,
Heather and Mary
decided to come along
with  him, so that
Heather could take
Mary to Disneyland!
(That  was Mary’s
reward for gomg

through her entire 3" Grade year with good behavior in
class — no notes sent home from the teacher!) They
spent three whole days at Disneyland and had the
opportunity to watch the 4™ of July Fireworks show while
they were there. Then, they spent a day watching the
Perris Power Play 60-ways take place!

Canadian Rockies (July 2009) : On July 17, 2009, John
and Heather celebrated ten wonderful years of marriage!
And what better
way to celebrate
their  anniversary
than with an
amazing, two-
week trip into the
Canadian Rockies,
in Alberta and
British  Columbia.
Their trip  took
them to four of
Canada’s National Parks — Banff, Jasper, Yoho, and
Kootenay — and to a handful of provincial parks — Mount
Robson, Peter Lougheed, and Spray Lake. They spent
the first four days in Banff, where they did several day
hikes — including Mary’s longest day hike ever, 7.6 miles
roundtrip, to visit the Plain of the Six Glaciers Teahouse.
They also went horseback riding and rode the Banff
Gondola. The next three days were spent in Yoho
National Park, where they did a two-night backpacking
trip to Twin Falls and Laughing Falls, by way of The
Whaleback. After that, it was off to Jasper National
Park, where they spent the next eight days hiking,

canoeing, bicycling,
and relaxing. They
also visited the
Columbia Icefields
and had the chance
to walk on the
Athabasca Glacier.
Later, they did a
second, two-night
backpacking trip —
this time, along the Fiddle River, near Miette Hot Sprlngs
in Jasper. Towards the end of their trip, they spent one
day driving through Kootenay National Park and another
in the Kananaski Country before returning to Calgary to
fly home. It was the trip of a lifetime and definitely one of
the Verleys’ best adventures ever.

California (October 2009) : Once again, John proved
himself as a top
performer at ACS
and earned his
second trip to the
President's Club,
which took place
October 1-4, 2009,
at the Ritz Carlton
Laguna Niguel in
Dana Point, CA.
. W%y There, not only did
he receive his Presidents Club Award; but he also
received ACS’'s 20/20 Club Award for exceeding his
goals by 20%. While in California, John and Heather
rented a car and spent a day at Skydive Elsinore and
touring the wine country in Temecula; by night, they
partied with John’'s ACS colleagues. It was a fun trip,
and they are hoping that John will get to go again in
2010!

Hiking, Backpacking, Canoeing,
Outdoors : The
Verleys continued
their adventures in the
outdoors  throughout
2009. They went
snowshoeing on
Willow Springs Lake;
climbed Picacho Peak;
did several
backpacking trips and : ot
day-hikes; canoe-camped on Blue Ridge Reservoir;
motorcycled through the ghost towns of Arizona; car-
camped with Heather’'s best friend Suzanne and her
daughter Katie; and took Mary’s best friend Zoey on her
first backpacking trip. Their adventures (as always) are
chronicled on their website, ArizonaHikingTrails.com,
which is finally back up to date! Heather and John
worked very hard this year to get the site current again,
so be sure to stop by to read about their adventures in
detail.

and All Things




The Verley Family News

John: At the end of 2008, John learned that his job at
ACS was being eliminated after his client announced
that they were cancelling their contract, following a
merger.  John immediately began networking and
quickly landed an internal position with the Delta Airlines
client. He is doing very well with his new client and
expects that he could be with them for a long time. In
September, John took on additional work when he was
given another client — the Goodyear account. This is
good news for John; he is hoping that this will one day
mean bigger and better things for his career.

More work, of course, meant more travel for John; during
the second half of the year, John was on 50% travel. He
spent time in Atlanta, GA; Akron, OH; and, of course,
Montego Bay, Jamaica.

Even with the increased workload, John still found the
time to get his knees
in the breeze.
Throughout the year,
he was invited to
participate in a
number of skydiving
events, including the
Arizona Challenge,
Perris Power Play,
and the OTL.

Heather: After more than 10 years in an administrative
support role at JPMorgan Chase, Heather finally decided
that it was time to move on to something else, more
suited to her career path. In March, she posted for an
internal position as an Access Database Specialist, in
Real Estate Project Accounting, and, after several
interviews, she got the job! She loves her new job and
all of the new challenges that it brings.

For the fourth year

in a row, Heather
participated in the
Breast Cancer 3-
Day, benefitting
Susan G. Komen
For the Cure and
the National
Philanthropic

Trust. This year,
instead of walking

60 miles, Heather worked on the crew, as part of the Pit
Stop 5 team. She and her teammates cheered on the
weary walkers at the end of their long day and provided
them with snacks and hydration. Although she didn’t
have to fundraise, Heather raised $500! Heather has
signed on to walk again in 2010!

Mary: Mary continued to take cheerleading lessons
throughout 2009. In January, she completed her fifth
semester of cheerleading and earned her Purple colored
pom; immediately after that, she began her sixth

semester. Her team -
Palomino Il — performed
almost flawlessly at the
Regional Showcase in
May; it was a performance
that earned them a 1%
Place medal and qualified
them to go to the State
Competition two weeks
later. They performed well
at State, too, and took 2"
Place, with only 1.5 points
between them and the 1%
Place team! At the end of
the semester, Mary earned
her Gold colored pom and
said good-bye to her Varsity cheerleading team -
because in the fall, she moved up to Junior All-Stars.

Bootsie : Mary’s kitten is now a year-old cat — healthy,
rambunctious,
and very loving.
His antics keep
his family — and
the neighborhood
- very well
entertained. He
falls out of trees,
kills lizards and
birds, gets stuck
behind sheds,
makes enemies with mockingbirds, and kidnaps Mary’'s
Webkinz toys. All in a day’s work!

Bill & Erika : In 2009, Bill and Erika officially retired! And
they did what they had always dreamed of doing: they
took off in their motor home to seek out adventure! They
made their way across the country to South Carolina,
where they visited Omi and Opa and Lotte and Richard.
Then, they traveled with Lotte and Richard to Florida,
North Carolina, and Virginia. After two months, they said
good-bye to the family and slowly made their way
through the Midwest, into Missouri and lllinois to visit
friends, lowa to visit Danny’s parents, and Michigan and
Wisconsin where Bill grew up. After four months on the
road, they returned to Arizona for a brief stay...but then,
they were off again in the fall!

Happy Holidays to All!

As the holidays
approach, the Verley
family would like to wish
you and yours a very
Merry  Christmas and
good tidings in 2010!

Love, John & Heather &
Mary & Bootsie Verley




