
  
 
Welcome, friends and family, to the GREEN edition of the 
Verley Family adventures!  In an effort to reduce the amount of 
paper used each year to produce the Verley Family News, our 
annual holiday letter will be sent electronically this year. We 
are also trying a new format. So, sit back and relax, and get 
ready to hear our tales… 
 

The Verley Family Travels 
 

As usual, 2008 was a year packed with travels and adventure.  
Most of the Verley Family Travels are chronicled on their 
website, ArizonaHikingTrails.com; you can read about each 
adventure in detail on Heather’s “travel-blog”, Naked in the 
Woods. 
 
South Carolina (March 2008) : During Mary’s Spring Break, 

the Verleys flew to 
South Carolina (via 
Atlanta) to visit 
John’s grandparents, 
John and Sofie 
Chakowski, and Aunt 
Lotte and Uncle 
Richard.  John’s 
parents, Bill & Erika 
Verley, made the trip 
to South Carolina, 
too.  While they were 

there, they celebrated Uncle Richard’s 70th birthday – Aunt 
Lotte threw him a surprise party – and they spent Easter 
Sunday together.  Of course, no Verley adventure would be 
complete without the Great Outdoors.  Their days were filled 
with hiking, boating, and geocaching.  They visited Congaree 
National Park (where 
Mary became a 
Junior Ranger), 
Dreher Island State 
Park, Long Cane 
Recreation Area, 
and Peachtree Rock 
Nature Preserve. To 
top it all off, John 
and Bill spent the 
day skydiving at 
Skydive Carolina in 
Chester, SC. It was a fun vacation! 
 
Rocky Point (April 2008) : As usual, the last weekend of April 

took the Verleys south of the 
border for a weekend of 
skydiving and fun in the sun. 
They brought Heather’s best 
friend Suzanne Daggert and her 
daughter Katie with them this 
year; they also borrowed Bill & 
Erika’s motor home, so that they 
could camp at the Playa Bonita 
RV Park. It was a perfect 
weekend in the making. This 
year, however, was the 1st 
Annual Rocky Point Non-
Skydiving Boogie.  Unfortunately, 
the Commandant of the Rocky 

Point Airport made unreasonable demands on Skydive 
Arizona, and as a result, the event was cancelled at the last 
minute.  The Verleys, of course, made the best of it.  Instead of  

 
going home, they stayed the 
whole weekend in Rocky 
Point and still had a fun 
beach vacation.  They rode 
the banana boats, played in 
the waves, took a drive out 
to Shell Beach, and did 
some geocaching, too.  
They even went on a sunset 
cruise…on a pirate ship – 
ARGH! 
 
Baltimore (June 2008) : When summer began, Heather took 

Mary to Baltimore, 
MD to visit Heather’s 
brother Clyde and his 
partner John Sprinkle.  
While in Baltimore, 
Heather and Mary 
visited Fort McHenry 
National Historic Site, 
the Harbor, and the 
National Aquarium in 
Baltimore.  They also 
drove to Washington 

DC, where they saw Arlington National Cemetery, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the Washington Monument, and, of course, the 
White House.  To top it off, they drove into Pennsylvania and 
visited Gettysburg.  It was a fun and educational vacation, and 
they hope to go back there again in a couple of years. 
 
Marco Island, Florida (October 2008):  One of the perks of 
John’s position at ACS is that there are awards for being a top 
performer.  This 
year, John was 
eligible to attend 
ACS’s President’s 
Club – an all-
expenses paid trip 
for two to Marco 
Island, Florida.  It 
was originally 
scheduled for 
September 9-12 
but was postponed due to Hurricane Ike; they went October 
22-26 instead.  While they were there, John and Heather went 
for walks on the island, did some sailing, and geocached.  
They also attended ACS’s Black and White Gala, where John 
received his award.  It was a well-deserved trip, and they had a 
wonderful time. 
 
Hiking, Backpacking, Camping…and Now Canoeing:  For 
Christmas in 2007, the Verleys bought a canoe.  In March 

2008, they took their new 
canoe to Bartlett Lake on 
its maiden voyage.  They 
have also canoed Willow 
Springs Lake and Blue 
Ridge Reservoir. In 
November, they loaded 
up their canoe with 
camping gear and went 
on their first overnight trip.  
They had a wonderful 

time and hope to be able to plan more trips like it next year. 
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The Verley Family Happenings 

 
John Verley – Skydiver, Payroll Manager :  In October, John 
participated in the Skydiving 
Nationals, which took place in 
Eloy, AZ this year.  His team – 
called “Don’t Panic” – did not 
win a medal, but they still had a 
good time. 
 
As you know, in January 2007, 
John left Banner Health to go to 
work for Affiliated Computer 
Services (ACS), where he is an 
outsourced Payroll Manager, 
with off-shored operations in 
Montego Bay, Jamaica.  In 
2008, John continued to travel 
to Jamaica, about once every 
two months.  He also traveled to Austin, TX to attend the 
American Payroll Association convention in May 2008. 
 
Unfortunately, John learned at the end of October that his job 
is in jeopardy.  His client has decided to bring their payroll in-
house, following a merger, which leaves him and his team 
without a job after March 1.  The Verleys are hoping that John 
will find a new job quickly. 
 
Mary Verley – Cheerleader :  Mary continued to participate in 
Young Champions of America Cheerleading through 2008.  In 

January, she completed her 
third semester of Pom & 
Cheer at Desert Springs 
Elementary and earned a 
Green Pom.  She then began 
her fourth semester at a new 
location – Campo Bello 
Elementary – after the class 
at Desert Springs was closed 
down.  During that semester, 
she marched in the Parada 
Del Sol parade in February.  
She also participated in the 
Spring Regional Showcase in 
May.  Her team took 2nd 
Place, which qualified them to 
move on to the State 

Competition on May 17; there, they took 3rd Place (out of seven 
teams).  At the end of the term, Mary earned her Pink Pom! 
 
In the fall, after taking 
the summer off, Mary 
started up 
cheerleading again, 
at a new location – 
Palomino II 
Elementary.  She also 
marched in the 2008 
Veteran’s Day Parade 
in Phoenix – one of 
the largest parades in 
the nation! 
 
Heather Verley – Jack of All Trades :  This was an interesting 
year for Heather.  With the tough economy and the decline of 
the Home Equity market, Heather had to take a new job at 
Chase, in Home Loan Direct (first mortgage).  Her job is still 
the same, but she has a new boss and new responsibilities. 

 
Heather once again did her part to raise money for Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure, by participating in the Breast Cancer 3-
Day, November 14-16.  Heather raised $2,200 to benefit 

Breast Cancer 
research and 
treatment, and she 
walked an 
amazing 60 miles!  
This was her third 
3-Day, and she 
has already 
registered to work 
on the 3-Day crew 
again in 2009. 
 

Introducing…Boots!:  After the passing of Calvin, the Verleys’ 
old tom cat who lived to be 15 years old, their other cat, 
Pookie, went to live with Erika’s best friend Lynne Larson.  
Pookie passed 
away just before 
Christmas last 
year, at the age of 
14 years.  Mary 
was very sad that 
both of her cats 
had died, and she 
began to ask when 
she could get 
another one.  So, 
for her lucky 8th 
birthday, on 
August 8, 2008 (08/08/08), John and Heather gave her a kitten 
– a sweet, six-week old gray and white kitten that she named 
Boots (or Bootsie).  Boots fit right into the family almost 
immediately, and the Verleys are happy to have him. 
 
The Extended Family :  The Verleys received great news early 
in 2008, when they learned that their brother-in-law, Danny 
Guckenburg, was being sent home from the Middle 
East…before he ever made it to Iraq!  A snafu with his 
paperwork resulted in his early release from active duty.  He 
arrived back in the United States in March and was sent home 
to Phoenix two weeks later.  The whole family went to the 
airport to meet him when he arrived. 
 
It was, unfortunately, a bad year for John’s parents – 
specifically, for Bill.  Bill had hip replacement surgery in May; 
that surgery went very well.  In August, he then had knee 
replacement surgery.  Although he seemed to be doing very 
well with his new knee, it gradually became infected, ultimately 
resulting in an extended hospital stay in the ICU at Scottsdale 
Healthcare.  His new knee was removed and replaced with a 
temporary implant.  He will go in for a third surgery shortly 
before Christmas; please keep him in your thoughts and 
prayers for a speedy recovery! 
 

Best Wishes for 2009 
 

As 2008 draws to a close, the Verley family would like to wish 
all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
Best wishes to all for a GREAT 2009! 
 

Love, 
The Verleys 

John, Heather & Mary  
 


